Tuberculous osteitis of the cranium: a case report.
A 3-year old male presented with a 12-month history of painless scalp swellings associated with cough, fever and night sweats. Physical examination showed tender, fluctuant, pulsatile right frontotemporal and temporoparietal masses. Skull radiographs showed osteolytic skull lesions in the frontal and temporal bones. Microscopy of drained caseous material and histology of biopsies from the affected bone edges confirmed tuberculous osteitis. Though there was an initial response to antituberculous agents, the child died after 5 weeks from hepatic failure. Tuberculosis of the skull bones though rare, may become more common with the recent upsurge of tuberculosis worldwide. A high index of suspicion is necessary for early diagnosis and treatment.